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f- ’ \-/ F BEFORETHE nr -  

ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND T~NSMISSIONG& %hi&OMMITTEE 

2fi15 QCf I 3  p 2: 12 
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION ) 
OF SUNZIA TRANSMISSION LLC, IN 1 AZ C O W  N 
CONFORMANCE WITH THE 1 D O M E  
STATUTES 40-360, ET SEQ., FOR A 
REQUIREMENTS OF ARIZONA REVISED ) 

1 
CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ) DOCKET NO. L-OOOOOYY-15-03 18-001 71 
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE ) 
SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION ) Case No. 171 

CONSTRUCTION OF TWO NEW 500 KV ) 
TRANSMISSION LINES AND 1 NOTICE OF FILING TESTIMONY 
ASSOCIATED FACILITIES ORIGINATING ) SUMMARY OF SCOTT WILBOR ON 
AT A NEW SUBSTATION (SUNZIA EAST) ) BEHALF OF CHRISTINA MCVIE, 
IN LINCOLN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, ) POTENTIAL PARTYLNTERVENOR 
AND TERMINATING AT THE PINAL 

PROJECT, WHICH INCLUDES THE 1 

) 
CENTRAL SUBSTATION IN PINAL 1 
COUNTY, ARIZONA. THE ARIZONA 1 

WITHIN GRAHAM, GREENLEE, 1 
PORTION OF THE PROJECT IS LOCATED ) 

COCHISE, PINAL, AND PIMA COUNTIES. ) 

TESTIMONY SUMMARY 

OF SCOTT WILBOR 

ON BEHALF OF POTENTIAL PARTY 

CHRISTINA MCVIE 

Scott Wilbor resides at 1037 E. Alta Vista St. Tucson, Arizona. Mr. Wilbor is a 

conservation biologist. Mr. Wilbor received his B.S. and M.S. in Wildlife Biology from 

Colorado State University (1985) and University of Alaska (1996), respectively, and his M.S. in 

Natural Resource Studies from the University of Arizona in 2014. Mr. Wilbor’s thesis focused 

an middle and lower San Pedro River watershed ecological and social values. Mr. Wilbor 
Arizona Corporation Commission 

DOCKETE 
O C T  1 3  2015 
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:onducted an ecosystem conservation assessment and provided a landscape conservation design 

for the watershed. Prior to returning to graduate school, Mr. Wilbor was employed as a 

:onservation biologist by the Tucson Audubon Society, where Mr. Wilbor initiated the Arizona 

hportant Bird Area Program. Mr. Wilbor has worked in the San Pedro River watershed since 

2002. Mr. Wilbor is currently employed as Conservation Director by the Cascabel Conservation 

4ssociation. Mr. Wilbor's expertise regards the San Pedro River watershed's natural resource 

values, ecosystem processes, agency and non-governmental organization conservation efforts, 

md community concerns and investment. 

Mr. Wilbor is testifying on behalf of Christina McVie, a potential Partyhtervenor, 

regarding potential ecological and environmental impacts of that portion of the proposed route 

within the San Pedro River watershed. Mr. Wilbor will testify regarding potential adverse 

impacts to the soils, plants and animals of the effected watershed, including riparian and wetlanc 

iabitats, which would likely result from the construction, operation and maintenance of the 

xoposed SunZia Transmission Line in Arizona. Mr. Wilbor will specifically address the 

iological integrity of the watershed; landscape connectivity for wildlife; the threat posed by the 

3otential introduction and spread of invasive species; the decades of conservation efforts of 

iumerous public and private entities to conserve the lower San Pedro River watershed; the 

:xistence of mitigation lands (for the Roosevelt Darn, for example) for previous infrastructure 

:onstruction and habitat loss managed for restoration and conservation of threatened and 

mdangered species, and; the nature of the globally critical resources to be directly, indirectly ant 

xmulatively impacted. 

Mr. Wilbor will provide information regarding potential impacts to current and hture 

:onservation and mitigation measures, and potential impacts to private entities and other 
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levelopments at or in the vicinity of the proposed SunZia Transmission Line, including scenic, 

historic and archaeological resources. 

Mr. Wilbor will reference the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) Wildlife 

Linkages Assessment (2012) of the watershed connecting the Santa Catalina, Rincon and Galiurc 

Mountain ranges and describe how it relates to his own work (2014) regarding linkages in the 

watershed that will specifically facilitate adaptation to climate change. Mr. Wilbor will describe 

the ecosystem services provided by the San Pedro watershed and how they contribute to the loca 

and regional economy, including eco-tourism. Mr. Wilbor will reference the investments made 

by Pima County in the watershed. Mr. Wilbor will reference some of the exhibits and references 

provided by Ms. McVie in addition to his thesis, which is lodged as a resource reference for the 

Department of Interior’s Desert Landscape Conservation Cooperative and USGS sciencebase 

http:/lwww.usbr. pov/dlcc/science/~roducts.html?~rodId=5 5c3 dc90e4b03 3 ef52 1 06~95  and 

https://www. sciencebase. gov/catalo~/item/55c3dc90e4b03 3 ef52 1 06~95.  Mr. Wilbor will also 

reference the docketed letter submitted to the Committee by the Cascabel Conservation 

Association. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christina McVie 
4420 West Cortaro Farms Road 
Tucson, AZ 85742 

Christina.McVie@gmail.com 
(520) 744-093 1 
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ORIGINAL and 25 COPIES of the foregoing hand delivered this 13th day of October 201 5 to: 

Arizona Corporation Commission 
Docket Control 
1200 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007-2996 

COPY of the foregoing emailed this 13th day of October 201 5 to each of the following ACC 
staff 

Ms. Janice Alward, Director, Legal Division 
Mr. Thomas Broderick, Director, Utilities Division 
Mr. Dwight Nodes, Chief Administrative Law Judge 
ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1200 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007-2996 
j alward@,azcc.i;lov 
tbroderick(2jazcc. gov 
dnodes(i3azcc. gov 

COPY of the foregoing emailed this 13% day of October 2015 to of the following: 

Mr. Albert Acken 
Mr. Sam Lofland 
RILEY CARLOCK AND APPLEWHITE 
One North Central Avenue, Suite 1200 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-4417 
nacken@rcalaw. corn 
slofland(&-calaw - .corn 
Counsel for the Applicant 

Mr. Lawrence Robertson, Jr. 
Of Counsel to MUNGER CHADWICK, PLC 
P.O. Box 1448 
Tubac, AZ 85646 
tubaclawveriL3,aol .corn 
Counsel for the Applicant 

Mr. Norm "Mick" Meader 
3443 E. Lee Street 
Tucson, AZ 85716 
nmeader!icox.net 

Mr. Charles Hains 
Attorney, Legal Division 
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ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION 
1200 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
chains(4azcc. eov 

Ms. Marta T. Hetzer 
COASH & COASH, INC. 
1802 N. 7th Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85006 
mh@,coashandcoash.com 
Court Reporter 

Mr. Thomas K. Chenal, Chairman 
Assistant Attorney General 
ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND 
TRANSMISSION LINE SITING 
COMMITTEE 
1275 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
thomas. chenal@aza e. gov 

Mr. Lat J. Celmins 
Margrave Celmins, P.C. 
8171 East Indian Bend Road, Suite 101 
Scottsdale, AZ 85250 
Icelinins@,mclawfirm.com 
Counsel for  Winkelman and Redington 
Natural Resource Consewation Districts 

Mr. Cedric I. Hay, Deputy County Attorney 
Pinal County Attorney’s Office 
P.O. Box 887 
Florence, Arizona 85 132 
Cedric .hav($pinalcountvaz. gov 
Attorney for Pinal County, Arizona 

Mr. Peter T. Else 
P.O. Box 576 
Mammoth, Arizona 85618 
bigbackyard far@, gmail. corn 

Mr. Jay Shapiro 
Shapiro Law Firm 
18 19 East Morten Avenue, Suite 280 
Phoenix, Arizona 85020 
Jay@ shapslawaz. coin 
Counsel for Robson Ranch Mountains, LLC 
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Mr. Peter Gerstman 
Executive V.P. and General Counsel 
Robson Communities, Inc. 
9532 East Eggs Road 
Sun Lakes, Arizona 85248 
Peter.Gerstman(iRobson.com 
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